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They do not lie in the normal evolutionary sequence of stars and are therefore of
particular interest to astronomers. Many metallic elements, such as Calcium and
Iron, appear in the spectrum. Currently spectral observations of O-stars and
B-stars are being made. These are much hotter and younger stars than the Sun,
and consequently their spectra are more difficult to interpret. Theoretical work
done here does, however, promise to help this analysis considerably.

In 1970 work commenced on the design and construction of a 1 metre tele-
scope. Work on this has progressed now to the state where the instrument is
now fully operational. Weather conditions, at first sight, may not appear to be
sufficiently good to justify the installation of a telescope of this size near Hobart,
but it turns out to be a better site than the site at Mt Stromlo, near Canberra,
where hitherto most optical astronomy in Australia has been carried out. On
the average, Hobart receives 1350 hours of clear night sky per annum, which
enables a lot of observations to be made.

The 1 metre telescope has been entirely designed in Hobart by University
personnel, together with much assistance from Mr K. Rhodes of Drafting Services
Ltd, Hobart, and Mr H. Newton of Fowler, England and Newton, Hobart. Con-
struction of all the major components has been carried out by the Ordnance
Factory in Bendigo, Victoria, and by Rowe Engineering of Hobart. The building
to house the telescope has been financed by the Australian Universities Commission.

The 1 metre telescope at Canopus Hill will be used for similar work to the
0.4 metre telescope on the same site, but will be able to observe much fainter
objects.



