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a) . The Russian$ may have launched “three or four” sputniks
jinto space before they were successful, a solar scientist ob-

served here on Wednesday. A _

Dr. Grote Reber, who returned to Maui last week after a
three-year absence, made the observation after he had talked
jy to students of the Maui Technical School at noon. .
ot And the successful launching of the satellite has “surprised
* everyone, including the Russians,” he said. o
Dr, Reber was here in 1953 ————
and 1954, using an observatory || @ s
built on the Kolekole cinder| Ny
cone to study “the stars.”” He|
i has just returned from Tas-
{4 mania, Australia, where he co
/| tinued his work.

He spotted Sputnik while on
a ship near tne Fiji Islands.
“It was pale blue when I saw
it,” he said. 3

“The Russians undoubtedly
had a three-piece machine
(three separate rockets) to
M launch the satellite,” he con-
™ tinued.
~|. “The secret of their success,
o|however, is in their ability to
|route the satellite in such' a
el direction that -its orbit would
L1l rot be blocked by the earth’s
k¢ surface.”
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: Noting that what goes up
fi#s comes down, Dr. Reber said

hat rocketing the satellite into [|,.. 2
uter space is not the most | tz_lb?ute to the success of Sput

nik

{ difficult problem,
943 jJu “Aep8H] “The problem is to get the
IBIIOWBYY 1n2gy | satellite started on its orbit so
oym ‘nijy ndey that it will travel around the
i ,earth without hitting “the
earth,” he reported.
(Continued on Page 3)

“Undoubtedly, German scien- |
tists had a let to do with it,”
Dr. Reber said, “But we must
remember that even the Ger-
.\man scientists need tools to
work with. And the tools, I be-
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lieve, were furnished by the
Russians.”

Dr. Reber also agreed that
the Russians are ahead of the
United States insofar. as ad-
vances in technology and the
sciences are concerned.

At the moment, Dr. Reber
is busy “rehabilitating” his
Kolekole observatory in order
to commence his solar study.

Most of his work is done. at
night, he revealed.




