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By Robert Smith tinues to probe and examine the
 
Journal Staff world around him, work ing on pro­


WHEATON - Move over, Red jects ranging from development of
 
Grange. an electric car to improving pro­


You, too, Reverend Graham and duction of peas, 
Colonel McCorm ick. But despite all that, Reber's 

There's a new inductee in the name hardly is a household word 
DuPage Heritage Gallery - a" outside'the scientific community. 
Wheaton native named Grote 
Reber - and we need a litt le extra EVEN THE directors of the 
room. After all, his accomplish- Heritage Gallery, who will honor 
ments are only as big as all space. him with a dinner on Oct. 19, admit 

You see, gentlemen, Reber is the they were largely unaware of 'Reb­
man who developed the first radio er 's accomplishments until fi ve 
telescope back in 1937 and opened years ago when a BBC television 
the door for future inquiri es into crew came to town to fil m a doc­
things like black holes, Quasars and . umentary on his l i fe. 
the Big Bang theory. The tele- But that lack of notori ety prob­
scope,affixed to a " dish" 31 feet in ably shouldn't be surprising, given 
diameter, was built in the Reber's the esoteric nature of his work and 
backyard at a cost of $1,300. It took Reber's penchant for operating as 
him four months. June through something of a lone wolf. 
september, to complete the con- Even as a young man building a 
struct ion. radio telescope in his Wheaton 

"HE SAW at that time what no backyard, Reber kept to himself. 
one else in the world had ever To others, who didn't comprehend 
seen," says Jerry Bradshaw, who the meaning of the giant disk, he 
serves as president of both the Du- was something of a mystery man. 
Page Heritage Board and Gary - David ROberts, now a Her itage 
Wheaton Bank. Gallery director , remembers walk­

Adds Dr. Eric Car lson, senior as- ing past Reber's housenear Memo­
tronomer at Chicago'S Adler Plan- rial Park and wondering about the 
etarium, "He opened up the invisi- disk and the elusive man who built 
ble world of radio waves from it. 
space at a time when no one ser i- " Here was this hermit type of 
ously thought they existed." man living right in the heart of 

Reber never topped that ear ly .downtown Wheaton," Roberts re­
accomplishmerii--::.. which is a litt le ' calls. "The easiest thing in the 
like saying Einstein didn't do much world was to think that he was 
after discovering the theory of rel- weird , but the fact of the matt er 
ativ tty - bun his love of ,scientific was that he was far ahead of the 
inquiry hasn't "wavered. He con- (Continued on page 2) 


