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blooms no one can imagine. Some
are tall, others slink along the
ground. At Ohio State University,
Prof. John D. Kraus operates one
that looks like a gigantic rake with
each 12-foot tooth wrapped in a steel
coil.

Cambridge, England, has an ap-
paratus as big as a football field that
looks like a series of great iron
clotheslines. The radio telescope at
Nangay, France, is a huge cross, a
mile long, on which are mounted
mobile antennas that resemble squat
searchlights. The biggest of all, de-
scribed as “the world’s largest scien-
tific instrument,” rises on 180-foot
towers near Manchester, England,
and consists of a 250-foot dish that
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can be spun and pointed in any di-
rection. The dish is tilted by battle-
ship gun turrets and is mounted on
locomotive wheels riding a circular
track.

Scientists predict that still bigger
and better models are coming. As-
tronomy may even one day emerge
from its towers and take actively to
the upper regions with which it is
most familiar. One good reason for
going to the moon, it has been sug-
gested, would be to build there a vast
antenna’system, hundreds of thou-
sands of miles long winding in and
out of the craters. There the radio
astronomers would at last be in a
position to listen clearly and sharply
to the vast orchestra of stars.

Johnny Can Read!

Fros1 a review of children’s science books by Robert McCary in the San
Francisco Chronicle: “All three of these non-fiction books are written in
clean, simple English that can be understood by any child and by many
adults.”

Toaary H. Troland, a New London, Conn., nine-year-old with a pas-
sion for astronomy, was looking through a new textbook. “I noticed some-
thing kind of crazy about a picture of an eclipse,” he says. “The caption
said the picture showed an eclipse of the moon. But it looked more like an
annular eclipse of the sun to me.”

(An annular eclipse—for you grownups —occurs when the moon passes
over the face of the sun and a thin ring of light shows around the edge of
the moon.)

“I thought it had to be a solar eclipse,” the nine-year-old continued,
“because the earth’s shadow is too big, when it's on the moon, to lcave a
ring.”

Tommy showed the mistake to his father, who wrote the publishers. An
astonished editor wrote back that the error, which had gone undetected
for two years, will be corrected in the next edition. —ar



