
awa v. The Germans' work and, in Ia ct . th eir liv es were in j eopardy. They 

admitt ed that the war wa s lost an d that th ey had best surrende r to the Amer­

icans. They p acked every th ing that wa s portable, incl ud ing m ach inery, 

m od els, pl an s an d o the r d ocuments, a nd poured highl y infl a mmable rock et 

fu el o n whatever co uld n ot be m o ved . Then 4,000 of th em . with wiv es, 

ch ildren an d bel ongings, left th eir ch a rred laboratory an d st arted fo r 

J\ordhausen. The y arriv ed in ea rly February an d set up he adquarters in 

th e nearby vil lage of Blei eh erode Ost . A s th e war d re w to a close, th e)' 

waited impa tien tly for th e Ame rica n Arm y. 

J ust five da ys bef ore th e 3 rd Ar rnorcrl a rr ived. th e SS o rde re d th e 

sci entists to b urn all thei r paper s and withdraw to Hitler 's la st-ditch "1\ 1· 
pine R ed oubt. " R athe r th an d estroy yea rs of work , Dr. Dornberger an d hi s 

ass ist ants, includ ing Dr. ' Vern her vo n Bra u n, h id th e ir papers in sec re t 

cac hes th rou gh out the H arz } Io un ta ins . Then th e SS took 400 key m en to 

th e All giiu Al ps a t g u n p o int, leavin g th e ir famili es and as soc ia tes behind. 

The 3r d A rmorecl stayed in N orrlli a us en about 'If: hou rs, then co n­

tinu ed i ts ea stwa rd thrust. ni~ht hehind th e co m hat t roops ca rne Maj. 

J ames P . Hamill o f Ord na nce Tech n ica l Intelli gen ce, with a three-m an 

team. Act ing on ins tr uc tions Ir om Co l. Holg er N. T ofto y (n o w a maj or 

ge neral ane! co m ma nd a nt of th e Re d stone Arsenal a t I Iun tsvill c, Ala. }, 
Major H amill h a il a d elica te m ission: " W e kn ew a bout th e Nord iia use n 

pl ant lon g before we took it. The written o rders I recei ved indicated t11;1t 

'\ llrd ha use n was to be in th e Hussi an zo ne a nd th a t a ll pla ns an e! eq uip me n t 

wer e to be lef t fo r th e Sov iet. These orders orig inuted at a ve ry hi gh lev <:I. 
U nllfficiall y a nd o IT the record, I wa s tol d to rem ov e as mu ch rnute rial as 

I co uld , without m aki ng il ob vi ou s th ai we had loot ed th e pl a ce. " 

T he qu esti on of wh at was to be do ne with Ge rma n in tlust ry had heen 

th e su bjec t of hi gh -level d isc uss io ns ove r 1I period of yea rs . At th e Oucbcc 

Co nfe renc e in September , 191L President Hoosevelt an d Pr im e Minister 

C h u rch i ll debated th e so-called " M or ue ntha u Pla n" fo r "pas tora liz in g ' 

th e Heich . I n '\ o ve lllbc r, 191 '1 , a decree to he issu ed a fter th e wa r was 

rlra I ted hy th e E u ro pea n Ad viso r y Comm issi on , mad e up of l1u "sian , 

Ihiti ,.h and ,~ I\l e r i c a n reurescut al ivcs (Ambassador John G. \Vinan t rep­

inrlustry a" inde m ni ty' for the d est r uct ion Hn;,sia lind su ffe red . Ther e is 

110 r ecord that Roosevel t or Ch urchill a :;.reed to S ta lin ' s demand. But at 

P otsd a m in A ug us t, 19'15, th e Russ ia n leader spoke o f it as a se tt led ma tte r. 

Those were da ys o f c ruc ia l ha rgHin ing . Russ ia wa s bomh ardin ~ the 

"" e"l em All ies with a se r ies o f un fr ie nd ly n o tes acc us i ng us of a t tem pti ng 

tn negot iate a separate pea ce so th at we could g rah a large sec tion of the 

S U I' iet zone of Germany. Th e war was not over, a nd we were m ost a nx io us 

fu r llussian in te r ven tio n in th e Pac ific. T here fo re, we so ug h t to a void a n 

internati oual in cident a t all costs. 

On Ap ril 26, th e J oint Ch ief s o f Staff issued o rder 1067. Th e order 

d i rec ted General E isenhower to " p rese r ve fr om de stru ction and take 

und er your con tro l rec ords, pl ans, d ocument", papers, files a nd sc ient ific , 

industri al and othe r informati un an d d ata belonging to . . . Ge rma n orga n i­

za tio ns engaged in mil i tary research ." It was left La Ei senhow er's d isc re­

l iun "hat steps would h e ap propriate. 

Leadin g rocket sc ie n tis ts credi t Ma jor H amill with a good j oh. con­

s idering th e limi tation s under which he wo r ke d. E ven th ou gh he la ck ed 

a n acc u ra te parts list h e mana ged to p ack up 100 nearl y co mp le te V-2\, 

log ether with a large co llect ion of pla ns, m a n uals and other documents. 

He d id no t, no r co ule! he unde r hi s orders, remo ve eve rvth ing Iroru the 

pla n t. I II late May, he sh ip ped :lOO ca rloa d s of material fr om So rd hau~ell 

t ll Ant we rp . From th ere, he accom pa n ied hi s boot y ba ck to th e lJ. ~ . 

III June, an oth er team , th is on e fr om the intelligence cen ter a t C ar­

misch, pa id a last visit to No re! ha usen . Their mission was to e \ ucu uic the 

rcuiui n ing sc ien tis ts and th e ir fam il ies before the n ussi a ns a rri veci. Tlte\ 

had ba rely 24 h ou rs in which to do so . 1n th e p rocess th ey di-covr-n -d 
a d di t io na l caches of pl a ns, inc lud ing fiv e t runks filled with Dr. J)ornl'(, I ~' 

c rs not es , hidden in aban d on ed salt m in es. Later, a ci vi li a n mcrulx-r of 

the team sa id: " \Ve probabl y got a com ple te sel of plun-, but th e I : u ~~ i a n" 

prohabl y go t a ne arly co mp lete set too. Yo u kn ow, with thin gs like "l itII ,. . 

)' lI U a lways mak e co pies." Before leavin g Nordhau sen , thcv d l l,a ll'd lol li II" 

i ng up the plant, but s ince th ey la cked th e authority , thcv Iel t I" rced 10 

leal e it to be captured by th e Ilussi ans a few hours lat er. 



re"cnted th e Un ited Sta tes}. 
The decree was s ig ned in Ilc r lin on Ju ne;) , 191;). by Gen . rh' i ~ltl D. 

Eise nho wer , It sta ted: "A ll fact ori es, pl ants. shops, research in st ituti on s, 

lul .o rut ori es, testing sta t io n:" put out s. plans, draw ings a nd in vention s . . . 

will be held int act ,lnd in good co nd itio n a t th e di sp osal of Alli ed repre· 

senta tive s for suc h purpo".e" as th e y llIa y prescrib e." The decree did not 

s ta le which." Allied represcutativ es, " ye t it is ku ow n th at a t th e Yult u Co n· 

fercu ce in Fehru arv , 191 ;;, S tulin had dem anded gO per ce nt of Ge rma n 

Dr. Dorn berger says som e of th e machine tool s lett in l\ o rd ha u' l'll 

we re uniq ue in th e world. And it is hi s es ti mu te that th e plan s fo r th e 

1\·9 /A · IO ilia )' h av e helped l :j to 20 per ce nt in hu ilding th e S put nit:s, 
Othe r sc ient is ts ag ree with thi s es t ima te, but all warn th at we n11 14 

not un de rest imntc ftu s"ia'5 trem endou s eng inee r ing ac h ieveme nt. We, 

10 0 . ca p tu red an eq ua l sha re o f th e Ce n na n scien tifi c d uta , they sa v; hut 

it wus th e Ui' C to whi ch th e Il ussinns put th eir sha re, th e orgunixa t ion o f 

Hussi a 's scienti lic res ources on a c rush basis, that ex pla ins th e ir Slll; l'l:"" ' · ~ . 
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