
Table 1: lnfIuence of Treatments on Sal n Recol'ery btained after .10 Months' 
torage of Alpine Ash Mill Logs 

Coating "A", heavy petroleum grease; coating "B", heavy petroleum grease 
,dissolved in power kerosene' coating "C" microcrystalline wax emulsion in water 

Test 
Method 

-

7 

6 

3 

I 
2 

5 

4 

-

Treatment 

Green logs-no storage 

Water sprays , 
Hand applied coating "A" 

Sprayed coating "B" plus end shield 

Sprayed coaling "B"-ends only 
Sprayed coating "B"-ends and barrels· 

Sprayed coating "C"-end only 

Plastic film cover 

Unprotected control logs 

Percentage Loss in 

Sawn Percentage 

Recovery Recovery 

(Hoppus) (Green logs 
as criterion) 

58 -

53 5 

51 7 

51 7 

49 9 

49 I 9 

Not available due to film 
failure-see text 

46 I 12 

• The sprayltlg of the barrels It1 treatment 2 was not successful as the coating 
weathen:d off fairly rapidly. Inspection of piles I and 2 showed little difference 
between the condition of the barrels, so an average for these two groups was used. 

Table 2: Approximate Ec.onomic Compnrison of the Value of Protective 
J easures in educing Degrade in Alpine Ash Logs during torage 

Net Value Lossll cdIGross Value 
of Logs Cost of on Waterof Logs 

Method after Treatment after Sprayed 
(£)Storage LogsStorage 

(£) (£) (£) 

Green logs 35,000 No storage Nil(not stored)
 

7
 31,280
 

6
 

32,000 720 

400 30,400 ~30,800 880 
I 

7003 30,100 1180 

1&2 

30,800 

29,52029,600 80 1760 

5 130 29,47029,600 1810 

4 7000- --
T_ogs entirely 27,800 27,800 3480-unprotected 

amount of recoverable timber by some 5%, 
thereby reducing the value of the log pile to 
approxim<ltely £32.000. The antlual cost of the 
water spray syst m, in luding ma.intt:nance 
and d preciation, has been e timated al 720 
givin a net log value of £3 J,280. 

However, on the same ai, the value of 

the unprotected pile would be reduced to 
£27,800. The annual overall gai , in this case, 
by water spraying, clearly approximates 
£3500 on the quantity of material being con­
sidered. The degrade losses and treatment 
costs for all methods have been calculated in 
a similar manner, and are shown in Table 2. 

3 



Fig. 3.-CrOi's sectio;7s of matched "a117" eucalypt lflgs showillg: .Ff.S., typic(;l 
degrade developed during IIIlprotec!ed storage through (/ summer; R.B.$.. high 
degree 0/ protcction provided by waler sprays during storage through a SLI/lllller. 

A mentioned aboy , the plastic film fail d 
early in th test and a full . nalysis of this 
treatment was not po ible. Howe er, the 
estimated cost of covering a log pile holdin e 
2000,000 supcr ft would be about £7000, 
a uming hat such a cover wa a r tical 

os ibility. Even if tw u. es were 0 tained 
from such a c vcr, and the logs were main­
tained in a go cl a condition as those held 
under water sprays, the annual t savings 
would b small. 

The re 'ults indicated that of the treatments 
tested. a properly designed and efficiently 
operated water spray ~yst m is lvitllout doubt, 
tile most efrective Gnd economic metllod of 
protecting iiardwood logs during storage. On 
the other hand, end coating methods such as 
treatment 6 gave quite good protection and 

Fig. 4.-End coatings beill!? applied by a lance attach­
ment to a mobile pYessure-pot spyayin/? system. 

h ve th advantage of not requiring pe ial­
ized handling equipment or ground consoli­
dation uch as may be required with water 
spray piling. 

Australian Timber Handbook 
THE SECOl'."U EDmo. of The u tralian 
Tim r Handb ok" by N. K. Wallis is now 
on ale t rough various technical bookshops 
at 42/- per copy. This i a revision f the 
pr vious h ndbook. published under the 
auspIces 0 the i 111 ber D velopment Associ­
ation of Au tralia, but I as been enlar d and 
brought up to date in many respects. It is a 
text book that will fill a n ed t11at has been 
felt for some time. 

The fiTS edition was pri ted in 1956 and 
supplies were 0011 xhau t d. For several 
years now, it has been impossible to obtain 
copies of this handbook; therefore the 
appearance of the second edition will be 
welcomed by all educational institutions and 
individuals interested in timber. 

In the new edition there are additional 
chapters on finger jointing, mosaic parquetry 
and wood blocks, densities of some Australian 
timbers, and technical standards in the 
timber industry. Most of the other chapters 
have been revised and, in some part, re­
written; the references have been brought up 
to date. The format and printing of the new 
edition are superior to those of the old, and 
it is a first-class text book which all timber 
people will want to have at hand. 

C RECTION 
Newsletter 297, JUlle 1963, p. 2, Fig. I: The 
lower group of specimens should be reversed, 
i.e. the badly attacked specimen at the extreme 
right should match up with the specimen at 
thc extreme left, etc. 
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